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As 2009 has drawn to a close, what kind of a year has it been for you?  Has it 
been a year to remember good thoughts, or a year to quickly forget?  I know for 
many, it was a year of lack and tightening the purse strings.  Whatever the year 
held for us, this New Year should fill us with hope—a hope that will bring 
changes for all of us—a chance for a fresh new start, a new beginning.  And 
with that, let’s make New Year resolutions, pledges or promises to ourselves 
and to God that we will personally live differently this year than last. 
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	��	���	����  – “This one thing I do…” Now obviously Paul did more than one thing because 
he was a business man. He preached, he established churches, he wrote books and was a tent maker. But he said, 
“The top priority in my life is to press on toward the goal for the prize for which God has called me.” 
 
We are a year closer to heaven than we were this time last year. Everything is on course. We need to trust the Lord 
and love Him with all our hearts and place our lives in His hands and allow Him to use us for His glory. 
 

Keep in mind some of these suggestions to help us be all that we can be in 2010: 
 
���������	���	�����	��	����  – The Bible tells us that our life is uncertain. Time is valuable. We 
must live each moment to the fullest and realize that, although we don’t know the future and how 
long we have on earth, we have this moment, and that is all we are sure of. Because life is 
uncertain, we must take advantage of the time we do have available. 
 
�����	��	��	�������	���	����	��	���	
���  – Because we are special beings to God, He has 
given us the ability to remember. Hopefully, you’ll recall some very pleasant things about this 
past year, but chances are that you’ll also remember some negative and hurtful things that 
transpired in your life or in that of your family, church or ministry. Refuse to live yesterday 
again—look ahead to a clean slate. 
 
The Apostle Paul had a very notorious past, which is why in Philippians 3 he said, “…forgetting 
what is behind…” In other words, “I commit the past to You. I seek Your forgiveness for all the 
sins of the past and I look forward to what lies ahead. And right now, I’m going to live today the 
best I can.” 

  



 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations and blessings on your life together! 
Roman and Brandi – January 1st, 2010! 

 

�
Thank you Payless ShoeSource who allowed us to 
participate in their 2009 Payless Gives Shoes 4 Kids 
Program, a grass roots campaign to deliver $1.2 
million in free shoes to children of families in need. 
We were thrilled to be the bearer of gifts and for 
Payless allowing us the opportunity to bless these 
children who needed shoes. 

We were able to bless over 200 children this holiday 
season. Thanks for all the volunteers who gave toys and 
clothing. The Grover Beach Fire Departments were our 
buddies again this year and also “Chief” who did a 
motorcycle 
run and 
collected  
for us. 
 
Pictured  
above are 
Moriah, 
Joseph, 
and  
Athena  
Gross. 

 

 

Thank you to all our wonderful 
volunteers who helped us this year.  
Pictured in the top photo are Mary, 
Mary and Bel. In the photo above are 
Mary, Michele, Leann, and Leona.   

Brandi is the 
Program Director 
at Captive Hearts’ 
Recovery Home in 
Grover Beach, 
CA.  Her wish 
came true when 
they said their “I 
Do’s” at the 
stroke of midnight 
on New Year’s 
Eve.   We love you, 
Brandi! 
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For the fourth year in a 
row, we were blessed 
to be able to package  
homemade cookies for  
our brothers and sisters  
in the San Luis Obispo  
County Jail, as well as  
gift baskets for the  
officers. Thanks to all 
the volunteers who  
gave of themselves to  
make this a reality.  
We packaged 522 bags 
and they were received 
with such grateful hearts. Listed below are some of the 
responses we received: 
 
“My name is Joel and I would like to say thank you for the 
Christmas cookies. It really boosted the spirit here in the 
jail... it’s the little things that remind folks here there is still 
God’s spirit among man, things like your cookies. Your 
generous hands remind us that some people still care.” 
 
“My name is Steven and the sticker on the bag of cookies 
has meant a lot to me. It said, ‘May you feel His peace this 
Christmas.’  I felt a calm come over me and was more at 
ease. So I have to say, ‘Thank you for the cookies and loving 
humanity.’ 
 
“Thanks for putting a smile on some faces of pretty down 
people in jail.” 

 

 
Dear Chaplain Judy, 
 

Thank you so 
much for the 
beautiful Christmas 
basket and yummy 
treats and again, for 
all the giving you 
and the volunteers 
do throughout the 
year. It is very 
appreciated, beyond 
words!!! 
 

A staff member of 
San Luis Obispo 
County Sheriff’s 
Dept. 
Administration 

 


