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My name is Leona
and I'm 46 years
old. I've had five
children, been
widowed twice
and was a drug
addict for 30
years. Wow, huh?
There are some
blank spots | don't
remember very
well, so I'll stick

to the highlights of my life.

| was molested due to an inappropriate age
difference. My parents loved me very much, but
they worked hard, long hours to support us. | nev
wanted for anything as a child, and life was gobd,
did all the things | was taught not to do and as a
result, by the time | was 17, | was a hope-to-die
junkie. My addiction became a lifestyle.

I married, had children in my addiction, only to
lose them to the system because of my addiction
Needless to say, when | hit my 30’s, I'd been use

abused and thrown away. | was mean and angry

Earlier in the year, Chaplain Judy and | weretewito
Gore, Oklahoma, to do a weekend seminar. We plar
for months what we were going to teach and waitedy
excitedly for September to come, knowing that Gad
wonderful things in store. As most of you know,avie
struggled for the past year and a half with medigsles
and had recent problems occur that had me goirlgetq
doctor weekly with ulcers on my feet. As Septemt@lt
approached, the doctor said he didn’t want meke tae
trip as flying for a person with my issues couldssy
detrimental! Well, we went round and round but le {
end | said, “This is God’s work and we have had {
planned since the beginning of the year, | am gaingd
God will take care of me!”

On September 13 we boarded the plane fg
Oklahoma. Everywhere we went, God used us. He |
us to speak into the life of our driver for the édathuttle
service! We enjoyed our times with MaryAnn, and
were used to witness to other passengers on tligeshu
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truly the one your mother warned you about. | wg
lost in pain and didn’t know how to change.

| tried different recovery programs, jails and
prison. Nothing worked. | became sick and
spiritually broken. | had no hope, my dreams
destroyed. My god was dope! | was a warrior amg
men until the man | loved beat me so bad, it took
four months for all the bruises to go away.

| was afraid, alone—I was that homeless wom
walking down the side of the road with nowhere t
go. | hit my knees and prayed for the first time in
more years than | can remember. “Help me, God!
| don’t want to live like this anymore.”

Within 10 days, | was in Captive Hearts! Judy
and Brandi looked at me as an investment for Go
| look at them as a lifeline to God. With the hefp
Captive Hearts, | now have a relationship with Gg
and my life is turning around.
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There are no big deals today. Only God’s love for

me and my trust in His love for me. Thank you,
Captive Hearts.

A special thanks to the women in the house an
the wonderful women that volunteer their time to

help me grow in my faith and sobriety.

We try never td
miss a chanc
to tell someongd
about Jesus!

As we traveled
on, God gave u
great favor ang
we were able tq
spend time wit A
family in !

Missouri and, even there, we were able to prayaor

woman in the mall that was giving us a massaghé

broke into tears telling us about her drug addicted

daughter. We were able to leave her with hope as
promised to stay in touch.

It was wonderful meeting a new little addition aar
family, Charis. She just took my heart! We wersated
like queens! We dined with a life-long family frignDiane
and just really had the time of our lives!
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(continued from page 1)
Not even two days down with the flu could ruin thimi
vacation!

On Friday the 18 we loaded up the car and heade
Gore, Oklahoma. We didn’t know what to expect had
never met any of the women and Judy had only

couple of them once. We were to stay at a loddjecct:

Fin & Feather Resort on Tenkiller Lake. We were migr
greeted by the ladies who were in charge of thatevé/e
knew when we got out of the car that we were ind
great time! Quite a few of these ladies work in phison
where Judy was the Chaplain on death row and it

awesome for her to see some of the programs shqg

initiated still in place and some of these womerryiag
on what she had started! We were treated so well
welcomed by these precious ladies!

Friday night was an awesome night! About 36 la
gathered together for praise and worship, and thed

used us both in different ways to offer a serttat was

Dear Judy

( . . .
We are in financia

~ you z check /SAF! | love
tithing to your cause...

ltis mycause as well. Let
me know what is needed for the

- upcomingholidays and | will do
~what | can do to keep lifting you up!
“" As far as I'mconcerned, Captive
Hearts is a truemiracle that | was blessed
enough to actually see. My daughter is
healed! She is such a GREAT mother... ery
protective... She’s walkiiwith the Lord...
dedicating her daughter to the Lord...
amazing answered prayer! Long haul... biit

never the less, true healing! She doesn’t
drink, drug or smoke, and is working hard
on getting caught up financially ... going t
school. This is the girl I had to pick up
under a bridge with nothing left but her PJs. 1@ngethe
devil robbed her! BUT ... he LOST! God grabbed he
and kept on holding her tight and PRAISE HIS
ALMIGHTY NAME! Love you and will do what | can a
soon as | can! | love you ladies! Becky

Thanksgiving & Christmas

o

Captive Hearts is collecting items now for our

welcoming and relaxing with lots of laughs and
the door for healing. They didn't know what to esf
from us either, but when God is in it, He ma
everything right.

Saturday started with a true “Okie” buffet breakfiiwst
included biscuits and chocolate gravy! After breaski
God used us to speak into these women'’s livesandie
saw many tears, we knew that healing was takinge
During her speaking time, Judy explained the nmyief
breaking soul ties. As we were about to break Fa
afternoon meal, she said, “If anyone is interes@aenn
and | will be doing one-on-one personal prayer
addressing soul ties after lunch.”

Well, we were not prepared for what happened H
Personal ministry from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm, thererafte
evening meal and a short time of praise and woysig
started again with one-on-ones and went until
midnight! We just kind of fell into bed that nightut we
knew miracles and major healing had taken placeGod)
wasn't finished yet!

(continued on next pag

holiday outreach. If you would like to contribute
to help us buy food for holiday baskets, please
earmark your checks “Holiday Giving.” We expect
to deliver over 150 baskets of food for
Thanksgiving.

We will be making up gift baskets for our ladies
in the home as well as baking cookies again this
year for the inmates and officers at the jails.

It is comforting to charities like ours to know thg
despite the economy, charitable giving continudset@
part of Americans' holiday and year-end plans. We
need your financial support to continue aiding wanje
who need help so desperately from their drug @nd
alcohol addictions, and also to help families wreed
assistance during this holiday season. Your chhk#g
donations and belief in our mission continue to enak
difference in our communities, and we are extren
grateful to you.
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We sleptin Sunday morning instead of going fg
breakfast. As we packed the car, we knew God hae I
things in store. We met again and joined togetbeiake
communion. What a sweet Spirit filled that placeke\
looked around to see so many faces that looke@rdift
than when they had arrived on Friday night!

After pictures, hugs, exchanges of Facebook ardile
information, we said goodbye, but there were sotilke
needing one-on-one prayer. After exhausting ouetim
the lodge, we moved to several places and finaltled up
at the pool to pray with these precious ladies viad
waited so patiently! When all was said and doneasde
pulled out of the resort, we had ministered indinillly to
about 30 of 36 women there!

Needless to say, it was non-stop talking all thay w
back to our hotel which was about an hour away! We
had been equally blessed by the weekend! To allfthe
ladies in Gore, Oklahoma, you touched our livesin
wonderful way, and anytime you are ready for us
come back, we’re ready too!

To all of the women who “held down the fort” while
we were gone, a great, big THANK YOU! If it wasr't
for our wonderful volunteers for both Grover Beartu
Atascadero offices, we would not be able to go éng
these kinds of seminars! We are booking now for0201
and if you or someone you know is interested, geas
get in contact with us for a future date!

Gwenn Wood, Director of Atascadero Offige

to

“Thank you” to the wonderful ladies at Shafter Fo
square Church who provided new bedding for
recovery home while they were here. The rooms |
wonderfull  We were so blessed after a week
seminar by these precious friends.

Also, thank you to Solid Rock Ministries, wh
allowed us to use their facility for the conferen

e

Thanks, Pastor Steve and Son!




Christmas will be here
before we realize it! We
are looking for volunteers
who will bake cookies to bé
bagged for inmates at the
SLO County Jail. Please
let us know how many
dozen you can donate. Oy
goal is 5,000 homemade
cookies!




